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Describe the aspects 
that make up on-scene 

communications. 

Explain the information 
gathered by 

postincident reports. 

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
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ALWAYS FOLLOW LOCAL PROTOCOLS WHEN SENDING A 
MESSAGE, THESE ARE PART OF THE OFFICIAL INCIDENT 

RECORD. 

Identify 
yourself 

Acknowledge 
message 

Wait a second 
or two for 

signal 
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WARNING 

DO NOT 
REMOVE YOUR 
FACEPIECE TO 
TALK INTO THE 

MIC. 
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Arrival time 

Current 
conditions 

Actions being 
taken 

Other actions 
needed 

THE ARRIVAL REPORT IS PROVIDED BY THE 
FIRST RESPONDER ON SCENE. 
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Progress  

• Provides 
record of 
actions on 
scene 

Time 
transmission 

•Used to assist 
in air 
management 

Tactical 
progress 

• Provides 
opportunity 
to check air 
supply 

THERE ARE SEVERAL TYPES OF REPORTS THAT 
OCCUR DURING AN INCIDENT. 
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YOU MUST KNOW THE PROCEDURES FOR 
REQUESTING ADDITIONAL RESOURCES. 



8 
Alabama Fire College 

Begin with clear 
statement 

Wait for 
acknowledgement 

State hazard, 
action required 

EMERGENCY RADIO TRAFFIC IS INTENDED TO WARN 
THOSE ON SCENE OF IMPENDING HAZARDS. 
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Cease interior 
operations Distress calls 

•MAYDAY 
signal 

EMERGENCY RADIO TRAFFIC IS USED FOR 
SEVERAL ON-SCENE SITUATIONS. 
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THE PERSONNEL ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT 
CONFIRMS THE STATUS OF OPERATING UNITS. 
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POSTINCIDENT REPORTS ARE VITAL TO FIRE 
DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS. 
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Fire department communications include the methods used to exchange 
information between individuals and units at the emergency scene. 

As a firefighter, you must know the importance of initial and progress reports 
from the incident, and how to prepare postincident reports. 

 
SUMMARY 
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