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Skill 

Sheet 

Primary Task JPR(s) Covered 

 Cave Rescue Awareness  

CA-01 Identify Need for Cave Rescue and Conduct a Size-up 14.1.1; 14.1.2 

CA-02 Implement an Emergency Action Plan 14.1.3; 14.1.5 

CA-03 Implement Support Operations 14.1.4 

CA-04 Recognize Incident Hazards and the Need for Resources 14.1.6, 14.1.7 

 Cave Rescue Operations  

CO-05 Establish & Maintain Entrance Control 14.2.1 

CO-06 Implement Cave Rescue Support 14.2.2 

CO-07 Select PPE & Provisions for Cave Rescue 14.2.3; 14.2.4 

CO-08 Maneuver & Establish Communications in Cave Environment 14.2.5; 14.2.8 

CO-09 Ascending a Single Rope 14.2.6 

CO-10 Responds, Manages & Packages a Patient 14.2.7; 14.2.11; 14.2.12 

CO-11 Conduct a Search in the Cave Environment 14.2.9 

CO-12 Extract Victim from Crack & Crevice Entrapment 14.2.10 

CO-13 Demonstrate Cave Rescue Rigging 14.2.13 

CO-14 Implement Patient Evacuation 14.2.14 

CO-15 Terminate a Cave Rescue Incident 14.2.15 

 Cave Rescue Technician  

CT-16 Conduct Cave Environment Search 14.3.1; 14.3.2; 14.3.3 

CT-17 Coordinate Specialized Resources 14.3.4 

Course Location: Course Dates:  

Instructor Printed Name:                      Instructor Signature: 

Candidate Printed Name:                       

 

Candidate Signature: 
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Identify Need for Cave Rescue and Conduct a Size-up 

                   Skill Sheet CA – 01 
 

SKILL The candidate shall evaluate the existing and potential conditions within the cave and the 

rescue area; general and site-specific hazards are identified; witnesses are interviewed; the 

total number and probability of victim existence, number, condition, and location is 

determined; a risk/benefit analysis is performed; potential for rapid, nonentry rescues or 

victim self-rescue is recognized; ventilation requirements are determined; entry and egress 

points are identified; and specialized resource needs are identified 

RESOURCES Given a cave incident and background information, site maps, charts, diagrams, blueprints, 

forms, information from technical resources and on-site personnel, monitoring equipment, 

and personal protective equipment (PPE) necessary to perform the assessment 

SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole 

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 30 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Identifies and communicates the need for a cave rescue using communication equipment, 

initiating the emergency response system 
    

2. Categorizes geology 
*verbally describes specific geology types to evaluator 

    

3. Identifies type and degree of collapse, if applicable     

4. Monitors environmental conditions, including secondary collapse potential 
*verbalizes existing and potential conditions to evaluator 

    

5. Demonstrates proper witness interviewing techniques and based on information 

ascertained from interview, determines the following (per requirements of the scenario): 

• Total number of victims 

• Potential victim locations  

• Condition of victims 

(interviewee may be evaluator or third party) 

    

6. Determines resource needs and implements protocols for the acquisition of those resources 
*verbalizes to evaluator specific resource needs and how they will be acquired or activated 

    

7. Initiates AHJ protocols for public works/utility notification and response procedures; 

utilizes communications equipment to request response of specific utilities  
    

8. Performs risk/benefit analysis to include survivability profile of victims, 

offensive/defensive/nonintervention strategies, and/or nonentry rescues 
*verbalizes strategy and mode (self-rescue, rescue, or recovery) to evaluator 

    

9. Implements Incident Management System, including (per requirements of the scenario: 

• Incident Command System 

• Span of control 

• Specialized resources needed 
*verbalizes these IMS details to evaluator 
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10. Follows and applies regulations, laws, and standards of the AHJ     

11. Interprets size-up information to identify the following:  

• Specific PPE required (candidate must utilize PPE) 

• General and site-specific hazards and their mitigation options 

• Victim locations 

• Specific characteristics and hazards of man-made caves 

• Ventilation requirements 

• Entry and egress points 
*verbalizes these details to evaluator 

    

12. Communicates resource needs and implements a system to track those resources utilizing 

proper forms (ICS 210, checklist, or other AHJ-approved form) 
*verbally describes to evaluator what specialized resources will be needed; completes proper form 

    

Candidate must successfully perform 9/12 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score:__/12 Score:__/12 

Evaluator Notes  

 

 

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
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Implement an Emergency Action Plan 

                   Skill Sheet CA – 02 
 

SKILL The candidate shall utilize size-up information; pre-briefing is given to rescuers; 

documentation is ongoing; the hazard zone is established; a risk/benefit analysis is conducted; 

rapid, nonentry rescues or victim self-rescues are performed; the rescue area and general area 

are made safe; strategy and tactics are confirmed and initiated for existing and potential 

conditions; rapid intervention team and operational tasks are assigned; other hazards are 

mitigated; rescue resources are staged; and a protective system is utilized 

RESOURCES Given size-up information and an incident 

SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole 

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 30 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Implements Incident Management System, including the following items (per 

requirements of the scenario): 

• Incident Command System 

• Inventorying 

• Resource typing 

• Resource allocation 
*verbalizes these IMS details to evaluator 

    

2. Implements Incident Action Plan, including the following items (per requirements of the 

scenario): 

• Prebriefing for rescuers 

• Hazard zone establishment 

• Plans and actions to make rescue and general areas safe 

• Assignment of operational tasks, including Rapid Intervention Crew 
* verbalizes IAP details to evaluator 

    

3. Utilizes communication devices to disseminate information     

4. Utilizes tactical command worksheets and IMS/ICS forms properly (or other AHJ-

approved forms) 
*completes proper forms 

    

5. Deploys personnel accountability measures (passports, tags, ICS 211, or other AHJ-

approved form) 
*completes proper form where applicable 

    

6. Stages resources 
*verbalizes staging area location to evaluator 

    

7. Performs risk/benefit analysis to include collapse severity or potential, 

offensive/defensive/nonintervention strategies, and/or nonentry rescues 
*verbalizes strategy and mode (self-rescue, rescue, or recovery) to evaluator 

    

8. Mitigates hazards utilizing proper strategies and tactics (isolation, removal, or control)     
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9. Utilizes protective system to surround/protect the victim     

Candidate must successfully perform 7/9 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score:__/9 Score:__/9 

Evaluator Notes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
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Implement Support Operations 

                   Skill Sheet CA – 03 
 

SKILL The candidate shall manage a resource cache, scene lighting is provided for the tasks to be 

undertaken, environmental concerns are managed, a cut station is established, supplemental 

power is provided for all equipment, atmospheric monitoring and ventilation are 

implemented, personnel rehab is facilitated, operations proceed without interruption, 

extrication methods are in place, and the support operations facilitate rescue operational 

objectives 

RESOURCES Given an assignment, and equipment and other resources 

SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole 

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 30 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Manages/tracks equipment cache using provided inventory checklist      

2. Provides power and lighting as needed     

3. Deploys dewatering equipment utilizing proper techniques as necessary     

4. Acquires or constructs structures for shelter and thermal protection as needed     

5. Establishes rescuer rehab area and utilizes personnel rotations properly 
*verbalizes specific rehab location and plan for rotations  

    

6. Operates atmospheric monitoring and ventilation equipment     

7. Establishes cut station (if required by the scenario) 
*verbalizes specific cut station location 

    

8. Performs patient packaging and removal     

Candidate must successfully perform 6/8 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score:__/8 Score:__/8 

Evaluator Notes  



 

Technical Rescue Personnel:   

Cave Rescue Awareness Level 
NFPA 1006, Standard for Technical Rescue Personnel 

 Professional Qualifications 2021 Ed., 14.1.4 
 

 

Alabama Fire College  Revised 02/10/25 

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
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Recognize Incident Hazards and the Need for Resources 

                   Skill Sheet CA – 04 
 

SKILL The candidate shall recognize incident hazards and recognize the need for technical rescue 

resources at an operations- or technician-level incident 

RESOURCES Given AHJ guidelines, scene control barriers, PPE, requisite equipment, and available 

specialized resources, so that all hazards are identified, resource application fits the 

operational requirements, hazard isolation is considered, risks to rescuers, bystanders, and 

victims is minimized, rescue time constraints are taken into account, the need for additional 

resources is identified, the response system is initiated, the scene is secured and rendered safe 

until additional resources arrive, and awareness-level personnel are incorporated into the 

operational plan 

SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole 

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 25 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Identifies resource capabilities and limitations 
*verbally describes to evaluator what specialized resources will be utilized based on specific 

operational requirements and time constraints 

    

2. Identifies, evaluates, and isolates various incident hazards (including hazards to rescuers 

and bystanders) – CRITICAL POINT 

*verbally describes to evaluator how specific hazards will be mitigated/isolated using available 

equipment 

    

3. Operates control and mitigation equipment based on specific hazards and requirements 

(lighting, dewatering equipment, ventilation equipment, etc.) 
    

4. Places scene control barriers, ensuring scene safety and security     

5. Identifies need for additional resources and initiates response system 
*verbalizes request, adhering to operational protocol 

    

6. Incorporates awareness-level personnel into the operational plan     

7. Applies operational protocols appropriately including required safety measures      

8. Selects/requests specific planning forms based on the type of incident (appropriate 

ICS/IMS forms, or other AHJ-approved form) 
    

Candidate must successfully perform 6/8 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score:__/8 Score:__/8 
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Evaluator Notes  

 

 

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
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Establish & Maintain Entrance Control 

                   Skill Sheet CO – 05 
 

SKILL The candidate shall establish and maintain entrance control, communicating perimeter 

boundaries to Incident Command, allowing access to the rescue scene only to authorized 

personnel, and identifying and securing all known entrances 

RESOURCES Given perimeter markings that can be recognized and understood by others 

SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole  

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 20 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Utilizes provided cave maps and displays understanding of topography by determining 

perimeter boundaries and cave entrance(s) 
    

2. Identifies and secures ALL known entrances by positioning traffic control devices and 

perimeter identification markings (cones, flares, tape, signs, etc.)  
    

3. Communicates perimeter boundaries to incident command  
*verbalizes location of all boundaries to evaluator 

    

4. Identifies and mitigates existing or potential hazards 
*verbalizes hazards and mitigation procedures for those hazards to evaluator 

    

5. Does not allow access into perimeter or entrance to unauthorized personnel – CRITICAL 

POINT 
    

Candidate must successfully perform 4/5 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score:__/5 Score:__/5 

Evaluator Notes  

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
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Implement Cave Rescue Support 

                   Skill Sheet CO – 06 
 

SKILL The candidate shall implement cave rescue support operations: provide adequate lighting, 

manage environmental concerns, facilitate rehabilitation of personnel, and facilitate 

operational objectives 

RESOURCES Given an assignment and available resources 

SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole 

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 20 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Manages/tracks resources (utilizes ICS 210, or other AHJ-approved form)  
*completes proper form where applicable 

    

2. Provides scene lighting as needed     

3. Acquires or constructs structures for thermal and weather protection and shelter from any 

other environmental concerns, as needed 
    

4. Establishes rescuer rehab area  
*verbalizes specific rehab location and plan for rotations to evaluator 

    

Candidate must successfully perform 3/4 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score:__/4 Score:__/4 

Evaluator Notes  

 

 

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
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Select PPE & Provisions for Cave Rescue 

                   Skill Sheet CO – 07 
 

SKILL The candidate shall select personal protective equipment and provisions to be self-sufficient 

for a minimum of 24 hours for extended cave rescue search, recovery and extraction 

operations, including water rescue 

RESOURCES Given a scenario and the following supplies: lights, food, water, batteries, hypothermic 

protection, self-rescue equipment, personal medical kit, life-support equipment, and a low-

profile durable carrying container 

SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole 

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 20 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Completes self-assessment situational evaluation to be used for steps 2 and 3 
*may be verbal or written, but resource/equipment needs based on specific hazards and rescue 

requirements should be verbalized to evaluator 

    

2. Identifies and selects necessary supplies, equipment, and container to ensure self-

sufficiency for a minimum 24-hour operational period 
    

3. Packs equipment in a way that allows for efficient movement and maneuverability 

throughout a cave environment 
    

4. Evaluates and selects proper PPE for a cave environment that includes water hazards, 

meeting the following criteria: 

• PPE is used according to manufacturer’s recommendations 

• The rescuer is protected from temperature extremes and other environmental hazards 

• Correct buoyancy is maintained during movement through water hazards 

• AHJ protocols are adhered to (proper usage, proper care, proper documentation) 

• Tools and equipment needed for self-rescue have been included  

    

5. Displays proficiency in communicating with IC, other rescuers, and/or victims     

6. Dons and doffs equipment in an expedient manner     

Candidate must successfully perform 5/6 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score:__/6 Score:__/6 
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Evaluator Notes  

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
 
Pa 
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Maneuver & Establish Communications in the Cave Environment 

                   Skill Sheet CO – 08 
 

SKILL The candidate shall maneuver in the cave rescue environment, negotiating obstacles and 

maintaining situational awareness while establishing and maintaining communications 

between IC and the initial response team, search team, medical in-cave team, rigging teams, 

evacuation teams, communication teams, and patient transport teams 

RESOURCES Given personal protective equipment, established routes, cave rescue tool kit, size-up 

information, and a cave map 

SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole 

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 20 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Interprets size-up information and other information sources to assess the cave 

environment for hazards – CRITICAL POINT 
    

2. Utilizes topography and cave maps, interpreting symbols, to locate and establish routes for 

rescue, and identify areas of safe movement at the surface and in the cave  
    

3. Constructs and uses rope or other systems for access if applicable to environment entered     

4. Selects proper PPE for the cave environment      

5. Negotiates obstacles within the cave environment, maintaining situational awareness     

6. Establishes and maintains communications between ALL teams     

7. Installs and operates field phones, and displays familiarity with low-frequency cave radios     

8. Troubleshoots a communications failure and makes emergency repairs to wired 

communication systems 
*verbalizes repair options and procedures to evaluator  

    

9. Maintains communication logs (utilizes ICS 205A, or other AHJ-approved form) 
*completes proper form 

    

Candidate must successfully perform 7/9 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score:__/9 Score:__/9 
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Evaluator Notes  

 

 

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
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Ascending a Single Rope 

                   Skill Sheet CO – 09 
 

SKILL The candidate shall use single-rope technique to ascend 100 ft (30.5m) in free space; 

demonstrate stopping at any point on the fixed rope and resting suspended by his/her harness, 

then converting to a descent system; completes an edge transition; demonstrate a level of 

proficiency and fitness allowing the rescuer to continue assigned operations immediately 

following the ascent. The candidate must also be attached to an independent safety line for 

this training evolution 

RESOURCES Given an anchored fixed rope system, using at least two gripping points of attachment at or 

above the waist and a quick attachment safety device 

SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole 

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 20 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Selects equipment and PPE appropriate for the length of ascent     

2. Secures harness to ascending system and the fixed line     

3. Self-starts and climbs 100 ft. (30.5m) using at least 2 gripping points of attachment and a 

quick attachment safety device – CRITICAL POINT 
    

4. Maneuvers around environmental and system-specific obstacles     

5. Demonstrates stopping and resting while suspended by a harness     

6. Demonstrates safely changing to a descent system while suspended – CRITICAL POINT     

7. Demonstrates fitness and proficiency necessary to continue assigned operations 

immediately after climb and descent 
    

8. Completes an edge transition     

Candidate must successfully perform 6/8 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score:__/8 Score:__/8 
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Evaluator Notes  

 

 

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
 

 

 



 

Technical Rescue Personnel: 

Cave Rescue Operations Level 
NFPA 1006, Standard for Technical Rescue Personnel 

 Professional Qualifications 2021 Ed., 14.2.7, 14.2.11, 14.2.12 
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Responds, Manages & Packages a Patient 

                   Skill Sheet CO – 10 
 

SKILL The candidate shall respond as part of an initial response team; demonstrate the ability to 

construct a fixed-line system, initiate, and manage patient care; select and communicate 

patient packing considerations to minimize further injury and give the best profile for 

removal; package the patient for removal; identify and notify the rigging team of evacuation 

obstacles 

RESOURCES Given a known patient location and scenario with established routes, a cave tool kit, basic life 

support kit, and access to a variety of patient packaging devices 

SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole 

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 20 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Establishes and marks route for patient access     

2. Constructs a fixed line system as needed to access the victim     

3. Develops patient care plan and action plan; provides patient care, including the following 

(per requirements of the scenario): 

• Performs ongoing patient assessment 

• Provides for long-term medical care in a wilderness environment 

• Supports respiratory efforts 

• Performs cardiopulmonary resuscitation as required 

• Stabilizes traumatic injuries 

• Flags and treats for hypothermia 

• Provides for other basic life support needs and any other medical conditions 

• Minimizes further injury to patient 
*verbalizes specific care plans and ongoing care procedures to evaluator 

    

4. Communicates logistical needs to Incident Command     

5. Immobilizes the patient’s spine and packages the patient for a long extraction, 

communicating packaging considerations to the medical team – CRITICAL POINT 
    

6. Demonstrates packaging the patient in a harness, low-profile device, or litter, taking care 

not to exceed design limitations and providing for the best profile for removal through 

intended route of travel 

    

7. Identifies and communicates obstacles to evacuation to rigging team 
*verbalizes obstacles and hazards to evaluator 

    

Candidate must successfully perform 5/7 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score:__/7 Score:__/7 



 

Technical Rescue Personnel: 

Cave Rescue Operations Level 
NFPA 1006, Standard for Technical Rescue Personnel 

 Professional Qualifications 2021 Ed., 14.2.7, 14.2.11, 14.2.12 
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Evaluator Notes  

 

 

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
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Technical Rescue Personnel: 

Cave Rescue Operations Level 
NFPA 1006, Standard for Technical Rescue Personnel 

 Professional Qualifications 2021 Ed., 14.2.9 
 

 

Alabama Fire College  Revised 02/10/25 

 

Conduct a Search in the Cave Environment 

                   Skill Sheet CO – 11 
 

SKILL The candidate shall follow protocols, determine the mode of operation, and maintain rescuer 

safety while conducting a search in the cave environment as a search team member and 

identifying, marking, and reporting all victim locations and potential hazards 

RESOURCES Given a specific area identified by the probability of area plan, personal protective equipment, 

cave rescue tool kit, an assignment, operational protocols, and size-up information 

SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole 

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 20 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Implements Incident Management System, including (per requirements of the scenario): 

• Incident Command System 

• Mode of operation 

• Specialized resource needs 
*verbalizes these IMS details to evaluator 

    

2. Conducts a search within a specific area, applying search techniques and utilizing victim 

location devices while following operational protocols 
    

3. Identifies, marks, and reports all victim locations – CRITICAL POINT      

4. Identifies and mitigates hazards – CRITICAL POINT 
*verbalizes hazards found and mitigation options to evaluator 

    

5. Maintains rescuer safety, adhering to operational protocol     

Candidate must successfully perform 4/5 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score:__/5 Score:__/5 

Evaluator Notes  

 

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
 

  



 

Technical Rescue Personnel: 

Cave Rescue Operations Level 
NFPA 1006, Standard for Technical Rescue Personnel 

 Professional Qualifications 2021 Ed., 14.2.10 
 

 

Alabama Fire College  Revised 02/10/25 

 

Extract Victim from Crack & Crevice Entrapment 

                   Skill Sheet CO – 12 
 

SKILL The candidate shall work as a member of a team to extract a victim from both vertical and 

horizontal crack and crevice entrapments without creating further harm or exposing rescuers 

to undue risk 

RESOURCES Given extraction tools, stemples, airbags, and a medical kit 

SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole 

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 20 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Selects and uses appropriate PPE     

2. Constructs an anchor system using stemples and airbags      

3. Demonstrates knowledge of and proper use of equipment and tools provided     

4. Lifts and moves the patient and removes from crack or crevice manually and with 

mechanical advantage without further injury or harm to patient or undue risk to rescuers – 

CRITICAL POINT 

    

5. Identifies need for medical care, including compartment syndrome, and provides basic 

medical care to victim 
    

Candidate must successfully perform 4/5 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score:__/5 Score:__/5 

Evaluator Notes  

 

 

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
 



 

Technical Rescue Personnel: 

Cave Rescue Operations Level 
NFPA 1006, Standard for Technical Rescue Personnel 

 Professional Qualifications 2021 Ed., 14.2.13 
 

 

Alabama Fire College  Revised 02/10/25 

 

Demonstrate Cave Rescue Rigging 

                   Skill Sheet CO –13 
 

SKILL The candidate shall construct and use rope rescue systems as a member of a cave rescue 

rigging team; identifying natural anchor points, selecting anchoring hardware compatible with 

available anchor points; considering load factors, constructing an anchor system 

demonstrating proper technique with stemples, hand and electric drills, selecting and setting 

bolts and hangers with correct orientation; and attaching/utilizing ascent, descent, lifting, and 

lowering systems as required 

RESOURCES Given rope rescue equipment designed for the cave rescue environment  

SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole 

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 20 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Identifies and selects safe, natural anchor points     

2. Selects proper, compatible anchoring hardware     

3. Constructs an anchor system, utilizing anchor techniques using stemples – CRITICAL 

POINT 
    

4. Attaches and utilizes ascent, descent, lifting, and lowering systems as needed     

5. Considers load factors when constructing rescue rigging 
* verbalizes load factor considerations to evaluator 

    

6. Demonstrates operation of hand and electric drills, and selecting and setting bolts and 

hangers with correct orientation 
    

Candidate must successfully perform 5/6 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score:__/6 Score:__/6 

Evaluator Notes  

 



 

Technical Rescue Personnel: 

Cave Rescue Operations Level 
NFPA 1006, Standard for Technical Rescue Personnel 

 Professional Qualifications 2021 Ed., 14.2.13 
 

 

Alabama Fire College  Revised 02/10/25 

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
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Technical Rescue Personnel: 

Cave Rescue Operations Level 
NFPA 1006, Standard for Technical Rescue Personnel 

 Professional Qualifications 2021 Ed., 14.2.14 
 

 

Alabama Fire College  Revised 02/10/25 

 

Implement Patient Evacuation 

                   Skill Sheet CO – 14 
 

SKILL The candidate shall remove all victims from a cave as a member of a patient evacuation team, 

negotiating internal obstacles and hazards, extricating patients in the selected transfer device 

and delivering them to the EMS provider 

RESOURCES Given personal protective equipment, rope and related rescue equipment, personnel to operate 

rescue systems, and a cave rescue tool kit  
SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole 

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 20 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Selects and uses the appropriate PPE     

2. Selects and uses the appropriate rescue system, transfer device, and equipment for 

removing and disentangling the patient (applicable rope rescue systems for lowering, raising, 

and/or traversing a given area may be utilized) 

    

3. Negotiates internal hazards and obstacles safely and efficiently      

4. Utilizes selected transfer device to extricate the victim from the cave     

5. Utilizes provided medical equipment to treat and deliver patient to EMS provider     

Candidate must successfully perform 4/5 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score:__/5 Score:__/5 

Evaluator Notes  

 

 

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
 
 

 



 

Technical Rescue Personnel: 

Cave Rescue Operations Level 
NFPA 1006, Standard for Technical Rescue Personnel 

 Professional Qualifications 2021 Ed., 14.2.15 
 

 

Alabama Fire College  Revised 02/10/25 

 

Terminate a Cave Rescue Incident 

                   Skill Sheet CO – 15 
 

SKILL The candidate shall terminate the cave rescue incident; accounting for and removing all 

personnel from the space, avoiding injuries, denying further entry into the space, and securing 

the scene 

RESOURCES Given isolation barriers, documentation forms, and a cave rescue tool kit 

SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole 

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 20 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Removes and accounts for all personnel utilizing proper documentation and/or 

accountability system 
    

2. Utilizes proper tools and equipment for deploying isolation barriers and ensures no entry 

of personnel or others is allowed 
    

3. Avoids injuries during removal of tools and rescuers     

4. Secures the scene, including all cave access points – CRITICAL POINT     

5. Applies regulations and protocols for securing scene, transferring of scene to responsible 

party, and terminating incident 
*verbalizes specific regulations and protocols to evaluator 

    

6. Completes all reporting documentation of the incident  
*written report and/or documentation shall be in AHJ-approved format 

    

Candidate must successfully perform 5/6 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score:__/6 Score:__/6 

Evaluator Notes  

 

 

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
 



 

Technical Rescue Personnel: 

Cave Rescue Technician Level 
NFPA 1006, Standard for Technical Rescue Personnel 

 Professional Qualifications 2021 Ed., 14.3.1, 14.3.2, 14.3.3 
 

 

Alabama Fire College  Revised 02/10/25 

 

Conduct Cave Environment Search 

                   Skill Sheet CT – 16 
 

SKILL The candidate shall follow protocols, determine the mode of operation, and maintain rescuer 

safety while conducting a search in the cave environment as a search team member and 

identifying, marking, and reporting all victim locations and potential hazards 

RESOURCES Given a specific area identified by the probability of area plan, personal protective equipment, 

cave rescue tool kit, an assignment, operational protocols, and size-up information 

SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole 

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 30 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Interprets size-up information to identify the following (per requirements of the scenario):  

• Specific PPE required (candidate must utilize PPE) 

• General and site-specific hazards and their mitigation options 

• Victim locations 

• Specific characteristics and hazards of man-made caves 

• Entry and egress points 
*verbalizes these details to evaluator 

    

2. Implements Incident Management System, including (per requirements of the scenario): 

• Incident Command System 

• Rescue personnel requirements 

• Specialized resource needs 
*verbalizes these IMS details to evaluator 

    

3. Locates witness(es) and demonstrates proper witness interviewing techniques. Based on 

information ascertained from interview, determines the following (per requirements of the 

scenario): 

• Total number of victims 

• Potential victim locations and last known location 

• Activity and direction of travel of victims 

• Condition of victims 

• Plan to recontact witnesses if needed 

(interviewee may be evaluator or third party) 

    

4. Performs risk/benefit analysis to include survivability profile of victims, 

offensive/defensive/nonintervention strategies, and/or nonentry rescues 
*verbalizes strategy and mode (self-rescue, rescue, or recovery) to evaluator 

    

5. Monitors and evaluates environmental/site conditions 
*verbalizes existing and potential conditions to evaluator 

    

6. Develops a POA plan utilizing available resources, references, and witness interview 

information 
*plan may be verbalized or written 

    



 

Technical Rescue Personnel: 

Cave Rescue Technician Level 
NFPA 1006, Standard for Technical Rescue Personnel 

 Professional Qualifications 2021 Ed., 14.3.1, 14.3.2, 14.3.3 
 

 

Alabama Fire College  Revised 02/10/25 

7. Applies AHJ protocols for safety, communications, and operations to develop safety and 

communications plan (utilize ICS forms 208, 214, and 217 or other AHJ-approved forms) 
*completes proper forms 

    

8. Determines initial direction/pattern of search based on witness interviews and information 

attained through size-up – CRITICAL POINT 
    

9. Develops/implements Incident Action Plan, including (per requirements of the scenario): 

• Briefing for rescuers 

• Hazard zone establishment 

• Plans and actions to make rescue and general areas safe 

• Incident objectives 
* verbalizes IAP details to evaluator 

    

Candidate must successfully perform 7/9 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score: ___/9 Score: ___/9 

Evaluator Notes  

 

 

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
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Technical Rescue Personnel: 

Cave Rescue Technician Level 
NFPA 1006, Standard for Technical Rescue Personnel 

 Professional Qualifications 2021 Ed., 14.3.4 
 

 

Alabama Fire College  Revised 02/10/25 

 

Coordinate Specialized Resources 

                   Skill Sheet CT – 17 
 

SKILL The candidate shall coordinate the use of specialized resources 

RESOURCES Given a cave rescue scenario outside the scope of training for a cave technical rescuer, so that 

specialized resources are considered with respect to the IMS; specialized resource usage 

supports incident objectives; hazards are identified, avoided, monitored, and controlled; and 

rescuer and resource safety is maintained 

SCENARIO Provided by Proctor/Evaluator; Team-based skills require random assignment of roles and 

responsibilities and team is graded on its ability to successfully complete the skills as a whole 

TIME Expected time to complete skill(s) is 20 minutes  

 

PERFORMANCE STEPS Test Retest 

Safely performs the following steps: P F P F 

1. Interprets size-up information to ensure the following are completed (per requirements of 

the scenario):   

• Identification of hazards 

• Procedures for avoiding and controlling hazards 

• Procedures for monitoring hazards  

• Procedures for maintaining rescuer and resource safety 
*verbalizes these details to evaluator 

    

2. Implements Incident Management System, including (per requirements of the scenario): 

• Incident Command System 

• Inventorying 

• Resource allocation  
*verbalizes these IMS details to evaluator 

    

3. Implements Incident Action Plan, including (per requirements of the scenario): 

• Briefing for rescuers 

• Hazard zone establishment 

• Coordination of specialized resources to support incident objectives that are outside 

the scope of technical rescuer 
* verbalizes IAP details to evaluator 

    

4. Operates communication equipment to coordinate resources with the Incident Commander     

Candidate must successfully perform 3/4 steps including ALL CRITICAL POINTS Score:__/4 Score:__/4 



 

Technical Rescue Personnel: 

Cave Rescue Technician Level 
NFPA 1006, Standard for Technical Rescue Personnel 
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Evaluator Notes  

 

Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Date Overall Skill Sheet Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Re-Test Evaluator Print Name & Signature: 

 

Overall Skill Sheet Re-Test Score 

Pass___ Fail___ 

By my signature above, I verify that I am currently certified to the level I am testing (AL/PB/IFSAC) 

Candidate Print Name & Signature: Candidate:  Print Name or Candidate # 

 

Note to Evaluator(s): By your signature above, you verify that you are qualified to serve as an Alabama Fire 

College Evaluator, have followed AFC Skills Testing Policy and have witnessed that the above candidate has tested 

the above skills in their entirety. 

Note to Student: Skill will end when you state or indicate to the evaluator that you have completed all the identified 

steps. Notify the evaluator at ANY time that you have a safety concern. 
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